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A bill that is introduced into the House of Commons must go through the 
following stages to become law. 
 

 

Stage 1 
First Reading 

The bill is introduced, 
considered “read” for the 

first time and printed. 

Stage 2 
Second Reading 

Members debate the 
general principle of the 

bill. 

Stage 3 
Committee Stage 

A committee of government and 
opposition members examines the 
bill clause by clause and submits it 
with any amendments in report to 

the House.  

Stage 4 
Report Stage 

Members may move 
additional amendments at 

this point to the bill. 

Stage 5 
Third Reading 

Members’ debate and 
vote on the bill. 

Stage 6 
Senate Stage 

After the House has 
passed the bill, it is sent 
to the Senate, where it 

follows a similar 
legislative process as in 

the house. 

Stage 7 
Royal Assent 

After the bill has been 
passed by both Houses, 

the Members are 
summoned to the Senate 
Chambers, where the bill 
is given Royal Assent and 

becomes law. 


